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1.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
When caring for the acutely mentally ill, psychiatrists are ethically 
bound to yield to family demands. 

2.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
The Medicines Control Council in South Africa is the equivalent 
of the USA’s Food and Drug Administration. 

3.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Passive euthanasia has been legalised in South Africa.

4.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Rape patients fall within the scope of the Constitutional court’s 
definition of emergency medical care.

5.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Allowing the doctrine of res ipsa loquitur in medical cases will not 
be advantageous to patients. 

6.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
That no individual may be refused emergency medical treatment 
in South Africa is enshrined in section 27(3) of the Constitution. 

7.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Research is essential to generate new knowledge for the benefit 
of society at the expense of human subjects enrolled in clinical 
trials. 

8.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Involuntary treatment to prevent the risk of harm to self in 
psychiatric practice is viewed as paternalistic and therefore 
unethical. 

9.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Negligence is a form of culpable carelessness with risk of 
harming another. 

10.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
The right to emergency medical treatment is not subject to 
progressive realisation.

11.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
In civil cases, the proof of medical negligence lies with the 
patient. 

12.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Competence, in the clinical context, is closely related to the 
decision-making capacity of the patient.

13.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
All clinical trials in South Africa must be registered with the South 
African National Trials Register. 

14.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Decisions in psychiatric practice, where one is incompetent, are 
made more specifically according to the patient’s prior known 
experienced wishes than according to the ‘best interest’ principle. 

15.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Treatment-naïve patients should not be enrolled in clinical trials 
as they may not take their trial-related responsibilities seriously. 

16.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Mental hospitalisation is a legal and not a medical concept.

17.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
The Declaration of Helsinki is an internationally recognised 
World Medical Association document specific to research. 

18.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Passive euthanasia is euthanasia by commission. 

19.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
The right to emergency care in the Bill of Rights in the South 
African Constitution mirrors the medical practice of triage in 
hospital emergency rooms. 

20.  True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Law serves the purpose of resolving moral issues. 
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1.    True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
The nature of the patient-provider relationship has a bearing 
in maintaining good patient adherence to treatment.

2.   True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
The common law provision that everyone has a right to health 
care involves the principle of beneficence. 

3.   True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Patients may be treated without consent in certain situations.

4.   True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Violating a patient’s right to dignity is actionable both at com-
mon law and according to the Constitution.

5.   True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
In South Africa, when a swab is left inside a patient’s abdo-
men after an operation, the defendant surgeon will have to 
prove that s/he was not negligent.  

6.   True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Informed refusal is a legitimate choice that competent, ra-
tional patients have a right to.   

7.   True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Enforced hospitalisation for XDR TB is a violation of a pa-
tient’s basic rights and therefore should be avoided.

8.   True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Trust is an example of positive risk in an organisation.

9.   True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Currently the age of consent for medical management is 12 
years.     

10. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
In health care practice, implementing the advance directive is 
dependent on the proximity principle.

11. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Where an unmarried patient is unable to give an informed 
consent, and no proxy has been mandated by the patient to 
do so, consent can be obtained from the patient’s partner.

12. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Transnational institutions like drug companies cannot be held 
responsible for human rights violations as accountability in 
this context is vested only with national states.

13. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
When treating a patient, the health care practitioner has to 
point out all the conceivable complications that may arise.

14. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
Having a human right implies a duty on a third party, typically 
the state, to act to deliver on that right.

15. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
The age of consent for HIV testing is 12 years.

16. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
A code of ethics in an organisation is an essential part of 
its coherent ethics programme because it generates ethical 
conduct.

17. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
An analysis of the burden-benefit proportion of treatment and 
whether the likely benefits contribute to treatment goals is 
critical when determining futility by the health care team.

18. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
In law there is no difference between written (signed) and oral 
consent.    

19. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
End-of-life decisions are based on compassion, truth-telling 
and certainty with regard to treatment and prognosis.

20. True (A) or false (B) – click on the correct answer:
The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
recognises circumstances under which rights may be validly 
restricted.
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